1he Royal Charter

Bhutan Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Adopted by the 11th Annual General Meeting
of the Bhutan Chamber of Commerce and Industry
in Banquet Hall, on May 09-11, 199¢:
the 22-24 of the 3rd month of the Fire Male Rat
Year of Bhutanese Calendar, in Thimphu.
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TRODUCTIO

Over the years BCCI has played an increasingly prominent role.
More & more it has acted as promoter of trade & industry
advocates aund used its influence in the economic decision
making process.

Togay one of the most important function of the chamber is to
express its views to the government. Briefly summarised, the
function of the chamnber are as follows:

$-s Promotion of interest of the private sector by
advising various authorities:

s Support business by supplying information & services
both collectively and individually; and

T Implementation of statutory measure of the
government for the private sector's participation.

As the business world evolves, the conception of the chamber's
function also changes. At the time of inception, for example,
chamber was based on the objective to relay information
“etween the government “vis—a=vis the private sector. More
than couple of years since its reactivation in 1988, the
chamber became different institution. Today, the chamber is
expected to be a dynamic business information & advice centre,
as the only national apex forum of the private sector in the
kingdom.

However due to various technical & administrative reasons and
lack of open door policy according 1legal status for the BCCI,
there is no specific understanding of the do's and don'ts for
chamber. This is presumed to be mainly due to the absence of
"Charter" that explicitly outlines the objective and
functions; and lack ' of transparency of the Chamber's legal
status.
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In light of the above, it W&s proposed in the tenth Annual
General Body meeting of BCCI office on May 18-20, 1995 for the
enhancement of Chamber's Memorandum of Association to a2 "Royal
Charter". The General Body assigned the task of not only
initiating formulation of the Charter to the Executive
Committee, out also deiegated their power to adopt the Ssame
for endorsement in the next AGM. Consequently, the Executive
Committee discussed the draft charter in the 39tp Executive
Committee Meeting on 22.4.96 which Corrected version (original
in Dzongkha) was adopted by the ITth AGM on May 9, 1996, the

22nd of the 3rd month of the Fire Male Rat Year of Bhutanese
Calender.
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PREAMBLE

WHEREAS the Buziness Community of the Kingdom are unanimous iz
“their desire to reactivate the Chaaber of Commerce and
Industry to promote & foster private sector development in the
Kingdom.

1. and whereas this desire has been expressed in MOA
signed and adopted in the 2nd Annual General Meeting
of the BCCI convened in the Banquet hall, Thimphu on
4th May 1988. )
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Now therefore we the Executive member of the BCZI
8athered in the conference hall of BCCI on April 22,
1996 convinced of our obligation to constitute this
charter by mandate of delineation of power by the
General Body in its 10th AGM from May 18-20, 1995,
decided to establish the Chamber under this Royal
Charter as Bhutan Chamber of Coumerce & Industry
(BCCI) henceforth, and that the ith AGM from 9-11
May 1996, unanimously adopts this Charter on May 9,
1996 with immediate effect.

ARTICLE =1 : NAME & PLAGE

1.1 A permanent Non Governmental Organization ( NGO) is
hereby established under the name of "“Bhutan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry " hereinafter called BCCI.

1.2, The headquarters of the BCCI shall be located at Thimphu
with local (Branch) offices established in all
Dzongkhags.

ARTICLE -2 : OBJECTIVE

The objectives of the BCCI are:

2.1 To deveiop Co-operation among its members and other
similar institution in & outside Bhutan.

2.2 To supplement & augment the RGOB effort in developing
private sector.
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2.8

3.2

To promote private sector development through collective
self reliance base by harnessing complimentaries,
proposing economic policy mutually advantageous to for
s0cio economic development.

To project the consensus of the business community and
make recommendation to safeguard the economic & business
interest of the kingdom, with special consideration to
achieve Balanced & Sustainable Development.

To collate, collect & disseminate business opporpunities
and policy directives.

To provide for arbitration in the settlement of disputes
arising out of commercial & industrial transactions
between parties who are willing to abide by the decision
of the BCCI.

To organize trade fairs, exhibitions, seminars/workshop,
joint display centres and publicity campaign as, when &
where viewed advisable.

To promote the exchange of commercial, technical,
industrial, management & scientific education & know how
information amongst 1ts members.

Finally to do all other activities that are likely to
promote the aims & objectives of the BCCI.

- 3: M ‘RS

The Membership in BCCI will be composed of Sectoral
Association, voluntary individuals ~and interested
enterprises. For this purpose BCCI will initiate &
encourage formation of Sectoral Association & publicize
the membership eligibiiity.

The membership fees received from the members pursuance
to Article 3.1 will be utilized for the activities under
Article 2 above.



\R - 4: GAN:

The BCCI shall comprise of the following organs:
1) General Body
ii) Executive Committee

L35 General Secretariat

ARTICLE —~ S: GENERAL BODY

The Genmeral Body shall be the supreme constitutional organ of

the Chamber. It shall be composed of liaison officer from all
Dvongkha, s and cembers oo the Executive Committec as provided
in Article — o.

TIC — 6: EXECUTIVE C EE

The Executive Committee shall consist of Presicent of the
Sectoral Association as provided in Article — 3.1 zbove.

ARTICLE — 7: PRESIDENT/VICE PRESIDENT
One President & two Vice Presidents for the Chamber shall be

elected in the General Body meeting amongst the members of the
forum.

ARTICLE — 8: CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY — Branch Office

8.1 There shall be a Branch Office of Chamber headed by é
Liaison Officer in each of the Dzongkhags.

8.2 The Liaison Officers shall represent in the respective
Dzongkhag Yargay Tshogchung (DYT) as representative of
the local business community.

8.3 Bye laws for these Local forum will be constituted within
the mandate of BCCI and adopted by the Executive
Comm " 5f »,



ARTICLE - 9:

9t

GENERAL SECRET

There shall be & Genmeral Secretariat of BCCI hneaded by a
Secretary General and composed of such other staff as may
be appointed with the rules & regulations of the BCCI.

The Secretary General:

921

9.2.4

9.:2.5

Zaih

Shall be responsible for he day to day work of
the secretariat to achicve the aims and
ovjectives as outliined above.

Approint necessary staff and fix their
emoluments in accordance with the Service Rule.

May, in the performance of his duty,
communicate with government authorities,
national & intermational organizations in all
matters falling within the competence of BCCI.

Shall report and publish periodically all
issues that are of interests to the members and
others as may be necessary.

Shall represent or nominate participant/s in
all sectoral meeiing on behalf of Chamber as &
when called.

Shall have the right to attend all meetings of
the General Body, Executive Committee and such
cther committee as may be appointed from time
to time.

Shall process cocuments & correspondence within
the above parameters 1in consultation with the
Presidents & Vice President



i0.1

i0.2

10.3

10.4

The term o¢f ocifice {for the President shall be three

16.1.1 The President shall be the Chief Executive of
the BCCI and in his Capacity.

a) Represent Business Community in the
National Assembly as National Assembly
Member (Chimi).

b) Make representations and lead all
deputation and delegations on behalf of
the BCCI in accordance with the policy
decision of the General Body and the
directives of the Executive Committee.

c) Have the authority to sign all documents
(those which are outside the mandate of
the Secretary General required from the
protocol point of view) on behalf of the
BCCI, as well as the power to delegate
this authority to one of the Vice
Presidents.

d)  Perform any other functions incidental to
the office of the President and take
decisions in matters of urgency in

agreement with Vice Presidents and report
such decisions to the next meeting of the
Executive Committee.

The term of Vice Presidents and other members shall also
e for 3 wears,

All the members shall be eligible for only 1 time
renomination. However they are eligible for re-election
after the rest.

All the members are eligible to resignaticn on justified
ground,  or subject to resignation, within the expiry of:
term. :
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ARTICLE - 11: MEETINGS

11.1 The Prcsideat of the Chamber and in his absence the Vice—
President, shall chair all the meet_ags of the Executive

Committee and the General Body.

11.2 Tne General Body shall meet once ia every year at such
place & time as is recommended by the Executive Committee

and mnotified by +the OCeneral Secretariat 30 days in

advance.,

h 7 T S | Quorum of the Annual General body meeting will
be a simple majority of the total strength of
the member, but in event 1if the simple
majority of the total strength of the members
1s not received, 1/3 will also suffice.

s W PR e No proxy shall be permi:ted for the Annual

General Meeting.
11:2:3 The General Body shall:

a) Approve the annual budget, accounts
adopt the annual report.

b) Approve ©or delineazte the approval of

laws and rules & Reguiation for Chamber.

c) Frame out general policy directives
the programme of the works of Chamber.

d) Elect the President, Vice Presidents
other members as and when necessary.
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Evtra—-ordinary meeting of the General Body
shall Dbe called by the Executive Committee to
discuss urgent matters as and when necessary
under short notice.

a) The Quorum for such meeting will be in
pursuance to article i1.2.1.

o) Such  meeting shall discuss only those

items on the agenda for which the meeting
has been specifically convened.

c) No proxy shall be permitted.
1 .2.5 The resolutions of the General! Body shail be

deemed to have been adopted if it has been
unanimously or by majority accepted.

1.3 The Executive Committee shall meetl quarterly.

11 .3k The Quorum for the Executive Committee shall be
two third of the total strength of the members.

11.3.2  No proxy shall be permitted.
EE. 35S Resolution of the Executive Committee shall be
“remed  to have TDbeen adopted when 1t is

unanimously or by majority accepted.
11.3.4 The Executive Committee Shall:

a) Implement the decisions of the General
Body and take such other steps as may be
necessary to further the objectives of the
chamber.

B) Fulfil other functions delegated to it by
the General Body.

c) Determine the time & place of General Body
meeting.

d) Decide on invitation of guests & observers
te attend the General Body sessions.
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e) Finalise + the agenca for General Body
meeting.

£) Decide upen points 1.7 submission to the
National Assembliy «. Bhutan as and when
required.

g) Recommend the byelaws, Rules & Regulation
and other modificaticns for the Chamber
foer endorsement by General Body.

h) Appointment of the Sccretary General and
other as may be the case in pursuance to

rules & regulation.

i1.4 The general secretariat shall call Emergency Meeting of

the Executive Committee to discuss urgent matters as-

often as necessary.

a) Quorum for such meeting shall be as explained in
Article —-11.2.1.

b) No proxy shzall be permitted.

<) The Lmergency Meeting shall discuss only those items
on the agenda.

ARTICLE 12: SUBSCRIPTIONS & DONATIONS

12.1 The Chamber may accept subscriptions, donations and
grants both in cash and kinds with the ciearance of the
Royal Government from both within and outside the kingdom

12.2 The Chamber may charge fee in any form for any services
rendered with the approval of the Executive Coamittee.
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1C : BUDGET &

13.1 The fiscal year of the Chamber shall be the Calendar
year.

13.2 The Executive Committee shall approve the budget &

accounts of the Chamber for each financial year and
submit 1t to the General Body for endorsement.

ARTICLE 14: AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

14.1 Amendments ito the constitution shall be included in the
agenda for General Body and deemed to have been adopted
when unanimously accepted by the members.

To authenticate that the members of the General forum have

"Royal Chartcr” in its 11th Annual General meeting on May 09—
11, 1996 .in Thimphu for implementation w.e.f. +this date the
nin May nineteen ninety six, 22nd of the 3rd month of Fire
Male Rat Year of the Bhutanese Calendar. This Royal Charter
supersedes the Memorandum of Association adopted by the 2nd
Annual General Meeting on May 4, 1988 alongwith amendments.

unanimously adopted this Constitutions of the BCCI under this .

Adopted as above and attested by the Executive Committee
Members as follows:

S/d S/d S/d
Gup Ugyen Dorji Dasho Passang Dorji Dasho Tshering Dorji
President Vice President \ Vice President
S/d S/d S/d
Dasho U. T. Dorji Dasho Tobgay Dorii Dasho Pem Tshering

Member Member Member
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